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on the 8th Bhadon. A fast is observed during the
whole day only to be broken the following morning*
During the day DwarM, the mother of Krishna,
Yasudeva, Ms father, Nanda and Yashoda, his
step-parents, and Baldeo, his elder brother, are all
worshipped. Brahmans place a salagram (black
stone) in a cucumber to represent the pregnant
DwarM, and at midnight ghee and gur are offered ;
the stone is then taken out and all ceremonies,
observed on the birth of a child, are performed.
After this the men and women break their fast by
first sipping a mixture of milk, curd, and basil leaves.
Clay images of the infant Krishna, -swung in cradles,
are worshipped at this festival, and the following day
is a gala one for herdsmen and gowalas (cowherds),
among "whom Krishna spent his ydung days.
In some parts of Western India there is a custom
whereby one of the worshippers affects, to represent
the new-born Krishna as a deity named Kanboba,
and, for the time being, he is worshipped by the
other devotees. The head of a temple of' Kanhoba
is termed Bkagat, and on this day he works himself
into a state of hysteria, and is believed to be
possessed by Krishna.
Anant Chaudash. Anant Chaudash, or the i4th
of Anant, happens on the fourteenth of the light
half of Bhadonj and is in honour of Ananta or Sesha
the king of the serpents, the " Infinite One " on
which Vishnu rests during the intervals of creation,
In accordance with the rules contained in the
Bhasishya Puran* a cabt is observed and salutation